August 7, 2016

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”
Luke 12:34

Celebrating and Sharing the Love of Jesus Christ

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

August 7, 2016

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s
promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of
which we are a part today in assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of
God. Have no fear.
PRELUDE
Dr. Alice Brook
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Susan Humphrey
Please sign the white book found at the end of each pew.
Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

ELW 733
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open
our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you
appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that
his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and
through this faith he is considered righteous.
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall
not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD;
and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
1
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Psalm: 33:12-22
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Happy is the nation whose God | is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage!
13
The LORD looks | down from heaven,
and sees all | humankind.
14
God sits firmly en- | throned and watches
all who dwell | on the earth.
15
God fashions | all their hearts
and observes | all their deeds. Refrain
16

A king is not saved by the size | of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength.
17
The horse gives vain | hope for victory;
despite its great strength it | cannot save.
18
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your | steadfast love,
19
to deliver their | lives from death,
and to keep them alive in | time of famine. Refrain
20

Our innermost being waits for | you, O LORD,
our helper | and our shield.
21
Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you,
for in your holy name we | put our trust.
22
Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, | be upon us,
even as we place our | hope in you. Refrain
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Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age.
Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to
receive the promise of God.
1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.2Indeed,
by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not
visible.
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By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.11By faith he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was
barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised.12Therefore from one
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
13
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the
earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
Please stand as you are able.

Alicia Urban
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VERSE

GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 12:32-40
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
35
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as
he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes;
truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and
serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so,
blessed are those slaves.
39
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming,
he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an unexpected hour.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON
Please stand as you are able.

Pr. Carl Hoffman
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HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 638
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
A Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in
need. A brief silence.
A Faithful God, encourage your church in new ventures of faith: new congregations,
ministries, conversations, and partnerships. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
A Creating God, the abundance of your creation fills us with awe and delight. Call us
daily to be vigilant and responsible stewards of all you have made. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
A Merciful God, calm the fears that produce wars, prejudice, and injustice. Equip
governments, leaders, and peacemakers to be models of cooperation and reconciliation
among the nations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
A Restoring God, comfort all who long for relief from circumstances of grief or sickness
(especially). Bless hospitals, mental health facilities, and all places of healing. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
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A Steadfast God, we pray for those in life transitions that bring anxiety. Heal those hurt
by broken promises, and sustain them with your never-ending love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for all the saints who now enjoy unfailing
treasure in heaven, and we rejoice that we are united with them in your love. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
A We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Please be seated.
OFFERING
Please stand as you are able.
OFFERTORY
Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
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PREFACE – Cantor Only
A Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
C Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again
into one. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy
the tree of life. Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside
become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
C Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray…
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
P The table of life is spread before you. Feast on the goodness and mercy of God.
Please be seated. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive this meal. The ushers
will direct you forward to receive communion.
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COMMUNION
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Communion Hymn
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Please stand as you are able.
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER – Cantor Only
A Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C Amen.
BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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Chimes
(Representing the Father, Son and Holy Spirit)
Thank you to our Worship Assistants today!
Greeters:
Ushers:
Crucifer:
Acolyte:
Cantor:
Lector:
Comm Asst:
Altar Guild:
CPOD:
Hospitality:

Robert & Barbara Studtmann
David Money
Mike Lowe
Haley Helm
Caden Helm
Daniel Frerichs
Lila Martini
Carol Bird
Kailan Helm
Carol/Kristen Bird
Nancy Pellegrino
Ed Reyes
Brad & Bonnie McMains
Mike & Martha Lowe
Barbara Parnell
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